CHAPTER  17
Papen betrays Schuschnigg
c Hitler's Special Commissioner for the Surrender of Austria *
Papen's reception at Berchtesgaden, on 6th February
1938, was anything but friendly. Although Hitler at that
time did not know that Baron von Ketteler had played
informer to the Vienna police, he rated Papen right and
left because his great putsch plan had been betrayed and
Austria still retained her independence. On 4th February,
at the Government,reshuffling in Berlin, disgust at Papen's
misfire in Vienna was expressed in unequivocal terms.
Three candidates for his post in Austria had akeady been
named ; naturally they were all sworn National Socialists,
but Joseph Biirckel had pride of place. He had been
Commissioner for the ballot in the Saar, and was a dan-
gerous Party man, rough, uncultured, ruthless and brutal.
Second came Lieutenant Colonel Kriebel, who was then
consul-general in Shanghai. This man appeared par-
ticularly suited to represent National Socialism in Austria
because he owned Schloss Hirschenau in Garinthia and
was thus an Austrian landowner; he was also an intimate
friend of Hitler. The third nominee was Krebs, one of
Hitler's closest collaborators. All three men were eminently
suitable for executing the terrorist plan drafted by Hess.
It is most unusual for an ambassador who has been
recalled by his Government to return immediately on a
special mission to the country where he had previously
acted as representative. But this was so in Papen's case.
While allowing the well nigh inexhaustible torrent of
Hitler's wrath to pour over him he yet managed by a word
here and there to put forward a new plan for the delivering
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